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HEYWOOD SENIORS “GET CRANKY” AT STORYTIME 
 

Seniors at Heywood Rural Health Aged Care Centre joined Jason Saunders for the inaugural Magic of Storytime 
where the young and young at heart experienced the magic of reading.   
 
Inspired by the ABC documentary “Old people’s home for 4-year-olds,” the Magic of Storytime is encouraging 
children and older people to introduce and rediscover reading while bringing joy to the lives of those residents who 
are unable to access community activities due to mobility impairment.  
 
Children from Heywood Kindergarten, Heywood Daycare Centre along with members of the community, joined in 
the fun, enjoying the story “The very cranky bear” by Nick Bland.  
 
Guest reader, Jason Saunders, was well prepped for the reading having done several run throughs with his family. 
The book is a family favourite. Numerous fun interactive stories were told followed by songs and a craft session. 
 
Co-ordinator of the Magic of Storytime, Nicole Carr Executive Officer United Way Glenelg said  
intergenerational Storytime offers the chance for older people who can feel socially isolated to get together with pre-
school age children along with their parents and carers. 
 
“Bringing seniors and children together can have a profound impact on both parties, allowing seniors the 
opportunity to socialise with the youngest generation, and children the opportunity to learn from those who’ve come 
before them. 
 
“The program helps fill the void for children who do not have grandparents, and for seniors who do not have 
grandchildren or other visitors, said Mrs Carr.  
 
“Reading is good for everybody, old and young, but it is the interaction between the generations that is most 
delightful.”  
 
Resident Gary Muir said it really made his day having all the children visit, “I can’t wait for the next one,” he said.  
 
Magic of Storytime runs the first Wednesday of every month (except School holidays) from 10.30am at Heywood 
Rural Health, Residential Aged Care facility, 21 Barclay Street, Heywood. Our next guest reader is Shara Rose 
from Standing Tall, Heywood & District Secondary College on Wednesday 6 May 2020. This is a FREE event with 
book giveaways.  
 
A partnership with United Way Glenelg, Portland Aluminium and Glenelg Libraries, it supports the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library, a program addressing issues relating to early literacy and school readiness.  
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