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30,000 REASONS TO CELEBRATE 
 
United Way Glenelg is set to celebrate the impressive milestone of sending its 30,000th book, through the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library, to preschool-aged children living in the Glenelg Shire.  
 
The program, which is a shire-based initiative, had its start locally in 2013 and puts a new, age-appropriate book 
in the hands of children every month, free of charge to families.  
 
Since its inception, the program has grown exponentially due to the support of United Way Glenelg and its major 
partner, Portland Aluminium, Maternal and Child Health Services and local agencies working with vulnerable 
families assist, and encourage parents of newborns and children to enrol their children. 
 
The milestone will be celebrated virtually due to the current COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Australian children’s author and illustrator Renee Treml stars with local stakeholders, including donors, partners 
and families in a video highlighting the achievement. The video, produced by Powerhouse Productions, provides 
an insight into the impact the Imagination Library has had..  
 
United Way Glenelg Executive Officer, Nicole Carr,  is proud of the community’s support for early childhood 
literacy.  
 
“We recognize the importance of early childhood literacy and believe that investing in these skills early will help 
improve the future of the next generation,” Ms Carr said. She also acknowledges the importance of community 
partners. 
 
“The 30,000 book milestone is a prime example of how we can all provide the opportunity for children and 
families to thrive.”  
 
“Portland Aluminium is a major partner for the Dolly Parton Imagination Library and has been since the 
beginning,” said Ms Carr. 
 
Portland Aluminium Plant Manager Ron Jorgenson said the Dolly Parton Imagination Library was a partnership 
where he could see the benefits of being involved straight away, and like the plant manager before him Grethe, 
is very passionate about providing opportunity through education and learning.  
 
“The partnership philosophy at Portland Aluminium is based on “Education, Opportunity and Leadership”, and 
we will continue to look at ways where those growing up in the Glenelg Shire can be exposed to those 
foundations.  
 
The enjoyment of books, either reading or being read to is a gift that lasts a life time as well as being a powerful 
tool throughout a life time – it is nice to help deliver that into people’s homes.”  Mr Jorgenson said 
 
The video can be viewed on www.unitedwayglenelg.com.au and United Way Glenelg social media accounts 
Facebook and Instragram. 
 
If you’re interested in donating so more children can receive books, please contact Nicole Carr on 0410513305, 
email mail@unitedwayglenelg.com.au or go to our website unitedwayglenelg.com.au to donate. 
 

http://www.unitedwayglenelg.com.au/
mailto:mail@unitedwayglenelg.com.au
https://www.unitedwayglenelg.com.au/


  

 

- End - 
 

Media enquiries to Nicole Carr on 0410 513 305 or email mail@unitedwayglenelg.com.au 


