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Supporting COVID-19 relief efforts in Glenelg Shire community 

AWA Alliance Bank is donating over $14,000 to support emergency response supports for vulnerable residents in the 
Glenelg Shire Community.  
 
Working directly with its partner, United Way Glenelg, basic needs, food vouchers, mental health assistance and other 
supports are flowing into local communities, reaching nearly 1000 people.  
 
This additional contribution is on top of the bank’s already significant donation. AWA Alliance Bank is also a major 
partner of United Way Glenelg’s annual SharkPitch event.  
 
To prevent the spread of COVID-19, free masks will be issued to health services so that vulnerable people can access 
them without charge.  
 
"These funds have gone a long way to provide short term relief, yet we still identify a greater need to support each other 
to rebuild our communities", said AWA CEO Graeme Scannell. 
 
"Our $290,000 contribution to our philanthropic partners reflects AWA's intent to help those in need.” 
 
“At a time when many businesses are battening down the hatches to ensure long term survival, some are using their 
business as a force for good. To help with immediate short-term relief to those affected by COVID-19, AWA Alliance 
Bank has significantly increased support to its Philanthropic Partners,” says Mr Scannell. 
 
Nicole Carr, Executive Officer Nicole Carr acknowledged the need to collaborate in providing support for those doing it 
tough at this time.  
 
“The timing of this support couldn’t be more essential. In a few short weeks, we’ve gone from feeling we’ve moved from 
crisis to recovery to only find ourselves back in crisis,” says United Way Glenelg Executive Officer Mrs Nicole Carr.  
 
“Aged care facilities have placed tighter restrictions on visitors, creating further isolation for those individuals who may 
already feel lonely. Our young people have returned to homeschooling placing additional pressure on families and 
strain on older caregivers providing kinship care,” said Mrs Carr. 
 
“We will continue to support the work of our health services across the Glenelg Shire community, providing them with 
vouchers, funds and other appropriate requests required to help them assist vulnerable people through this crisis. We 
have seen an increase in financial stress with the reduction of hours for primary income earners in households, and 
mental health issues exacerbated due to social distancing requirements,” concluded Mrs Carr.  
 
This health crisis represents many significant challenges; however, the financial services industry appears poised to 
ride the tide. As a social enterprise financial institution, AWA Alliance isn't content with its survival, but just as 
importantly the revival of our communities.  
 
"At a certain point, you need to walk the walk. We will look back on this moment in history and measure people and 
businesses not by their words but rather by their actions. Our message is that even just by banking with us, a social 
enterprise, you're making a difference," concluded Mr Scannell.  
 
AWA’s Portland staff member Debb Oakley added, “We tell people all the time you’re making a difference by banking 
with us. These contributions shoe how important it is to us to contribute to our community.” 



  

 

To see how Portland AWA Alliance Bank can help you with your finances call in at the branch located onsite at Portland 
Aluminum or phone 1300 056 953 and speak with Kirby Falcone, Debb Oakley or Judy O’Connell. Monday – Friday 
8.00am – 4.00pm. https://awaalliancebank.com.au/ 

 
Business or residents wishing to donate to help their fellow community members can visit https:// 
https://www.unitedwayglenelg.com.au/causes/covid-19-impact-fund/ or text “MAKEACOVID19DONATION” TO 0410 
513 305. Donors then follow the prompts to donate. 
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