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Feel-good event held from the comfort of your lounge!  
 
Audience members will have front row seats to see human compassion in action when three innovative projects 
pitch live to a virtual crowd who then have the opportunity to contribute to better outcomes for local people and 
community.  
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic physical distancing restrictions, United Way Glenelg will be hosting their annual 
live crowdfunding event virtually enabling people to tune into this “feel-good” initiative globally!  
 
SharkPitch was first held in front of a live audience last year and was hugely successful event raising over $40,000 
to support Standing Tall, Portland Community MealShare and Glenelg Live4Life.  
 
This year, Troy Lovett from Leadership Great South Coast, Mandy McErvale from Rotary Club of Portland and 
Harley Doedee from Kyeema Support Services will tell their story by providing a 6-minute pitch, followed by a 6-
minute Q&A session to the virtual audience. MC for the evening, Neil O’Donnell will engage with the audience to 
encourage them to “pledge”, or donate, to raise more than $8,000 per organisation.  
 
Once again AWA Alliance will join in to match audience funding.  
 
United Way Glenelg Executive Officer Nicole Carr said she is excited the event can take place this year, albeit 
virtually, choosing to see it as an opportunity.  
 
“Technology allows us to reach a broader audience. So far, we have people registered from Heywood, Casterton, 
Ballarat, Melbourne, Sydney and Perth.” 
 
The main priority for United Way Glenelg was to find the right technology and come as close to replicating the spirit 
of a live event as possible.  
 
“We kicked right into gear, once it was determined we couldn’t do the event face to face.  A lot of testing has been 
completed to get it right.” 
 
“On the night, feel free to grab a drink and get comfy in front of your computer or mobile device, as you prepare to 
hear from three passionate people,” concluded Ms Carr. 
 
United Way Glenelg is encouraging the community to support GOING BLUE this Friday, providing an opportunity 
for funds raised from the day to be used to pledge at SharkPitch.  
 
This year we are doing our Wear Blue campaign a little bit different. With so many of us working from home, 
wearing blue might only be appreciated by our dog! So, you can still show your support for United Way 
Glenelg by donating as an individual or business here and then add the Going Blue facebook frame to your 
profile picture.  
 
Pro-bono and in-kind needs will also be highlighted for those looking for volunteering opportunities. Several fun 
challenges will be encouraged, providing for a very entertaining evening. 
 
The virtual event will be held on Thursday 1 October, starting at 7.00pm.  The event will be held on Crowdcast, 
connection details will be emailed to all registered guests on Wednesday 30 September 2020. To register for the 
event head to https://www.unitedwayglenelg.com.au/event/live-shark-pitch/ 
 

If you’re interested in receiving more information about SharkPitch please contact Nicole Carr on 0410 513305 
mail@unitedwayglenelg.com.au  
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Media enquiries to Nicole Carr on 0410 513 305 or mail@unitedwayglenelg.com.au 
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