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LOCAL READING PROGRAM GAINS STATEWIDE RECOGNITION 
 
United Way Glenelg was announced today (2/10/2020) as a Semi-Finalist in the Victorian Regional Achievement 
Awards.  
 
The Dolly Parton Imagination Library (DPIL) program which has been running for 7 years across the Shire is one of only 
nine organisations statewide listed as a semi-finalist in the Go Tafe Community Education Award.  
 
Nicole Carr, United Way Glenelg’s Executive Officer said, “United Way Glenelg through the Imagination Library creates 
community connectedness, engagement and inspiration to see better life outcomes for the region’s children and 
subsequent benefits for the community as a whole.”  
 
“It is very exciting to be nominated alongside such strong programs as a Semi-Finalist” she continued.  
 
United Way Glenelg commenced the DPIL program in 2013 as a priority because the Glenelg Shire data showed our 
children were consistently below the State and National school reading rates.  
 
United Way Glenelg established a local committee of educators, local government officers, business owners, parents’ 
community groups and community service organisations before it commenced the program.  
 
The committee was designed to investigate the most appropriate way to increase school reading rates, and DPIL was 
selected because it provided significant unique benefits that other programs didn’t such as;  
• Focuses on preschool-age children, birth to five years old; 
• Is available to every child, birth to five, without regard to socioeconomic status, helping families create home 
libraries; 
• Promotes adult engagement through provided interactive literacy activities; and, 
• Utilises the local community as a stakeholder for support  
 
Financial investment from Portland Aluminium saw over 500 children enrolled within the first two months. One of the 
fastest uptakes seen.  
 
Plant Manager Ron Jorgensen said “the opportunity and ability to help educate the next generation, to give them the 
best possible start to life is a privilege. As a company, we are very proud to be involved.” 
 
Because the program supports parents as their child’s first teacher and encourages engagement with their child 
through reading and playing with the ideas in the text, it is also boosting adult literary confidence.  
 
“Being a Semi-Finalist highlights the importance of the DPIL Program for the Glenelg Shire Community,” said Marg 
Wagner, United Way Glenelg’s Board President.  
 
“The Board was very pleased to be among the Semi-Finalists, and hopefully this will encourage continued support from 
local businesses and individuals who are the true champions making this program a reality.” stated Ms Wagner.  
 
Photo: MacKenzie Davies, aged 3 and her sister Lily Davies, aged 12 love reading the DIL books together.  
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