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My report is a poem written solely by me
No AI, Copilot or Chat GPT.
These thoughts are mine looking back on the year
The work we have done to bring us all here.
You can read about programs, achievements and gains..
The report has it all …our effort is plain!
I don’t need to tell you the detail of those,
Turn the pages, read on, it’s right under your nose.

We hope you can see how we work hard to make
Our community much stronger, a happier place.
We hear you, we see you, we know what to do
But can’t do this solo we need you, you and you!

What I do need to say is “Thank you to you” 
If you’ve supported some way this fabulous crew.
As Board member, partner, a worker or friend,
Without your support this would come to an end.

Too many to name, we are grateful for all
The support that is given - tireless or small.
Glenelg Shire our focus - our strong beating heart
All the towns, farms and districts – every single part.

Thank you to Nic, the Board and the team
To newbies and also to those who have been!
We are happy to welcome new members to start
Reach out to connect, to become a part

Of UWG - United Way
Join us to learn and have your say.
Thanks for your time for all being here
To celebrate what was a fabulous year. 
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President
United Way Glenelg
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VISION
From strengthening local resilience to advancing
health, youth opportunity, financial security and
healthy aging, United Way Glenelg is mobilising
communities to action so all can thrive.

United Way Glenelg mobilises the
community to action so all can thrive. United Way Glenelg mobilises the community to action so all can thrive. 

COMMIT TO
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SafeTalk Suicide Alertness Workshop - 
Rotary Club of Portland is helping to build
community awareness and confidence
around suicide prevention.

The workshops aimed to equip everyday
community members with the skills to
recognise warning signs, start supportive
conversations, and connect people
experiencing crisis with appropriate
professional support.

The long-term vision of the initiative is to
strengthen suicide prevention awareness
across workplaces, community groups and
families throughout the Glenelg Shire, helping
create a more informed, connected and
supportive community.

A healthy community is one where people can access the supports
they need to live well, regardless of income, background, or location.
Working at a local level delivers the greatest impact, helping to
reduce health gaps and ensuring more people can benefit from
healthy living opportunities.

Mental health continues to be one of the most significant
challenges facing communities. In Australia, around 1 in 5 people
experience a mental health condition each year, with social
isolation and stress remaining key drivers. United Way Glenelg is
focused on reducing stigma, strengthening community connection,
and improving access to support so that mental health is
recognised as part of everyday wellbeing.

Access to nutritious food is also a growing concern. In south-west
Victoria, more than 9 in 10 adults do not eat enough vegetables
and around half fall short on fruit intake, while 6–10% of
households experience food insecurity. These challenges
contribute to broader health outcomes, with around 65–70% of
adults in the region classified as overweight or obese. United
Way Glenelg works with local partners to improve access to food
and reduce the pressure on families who are forced to make
difficult choices between essentials.

Supporting children and families in the early years remains critical.
Research shows that around 90% of brain development occurs
before the age of five, making early access to health, literacy, and
family support vital. Through initiatives such as early literacy
programs and community partnerships, United Way Glenelg is
helping to create strong foundations for lifelong wellbeing and
opportunity.

REAL STORIES
REAL CHANGE

invested into local
projects  

Accomplishments:
 

$4

Strong Minds, Full Plates, 
Bright Beginnings.

HEALTHY COMMUNITY

Free Fruit Program - 
Heathmere Football Netball Club
The club identified a growing reliance on high
sugar foods and drinks during game days,
alongside increasing cost-of-living pressures
affecting many local families.

With players ranging in age from 8 to 50, the
initiative aimed to encourage healthier
choices across all levels of the club. 

Tyrendarra Community Playground - 
Tyrendarra Sporting Clubs
Through SharkPitch funding, the club was
able to progress plans for a new
playground, replacing ageing and unsafe
equipment that had served the community
for 28 years. The project will deliver a
modern, inclusive and safe play space. As a
valued hub for local families, sporting
clubs, Budj Bim cultural tours and visitors,
the upgraded playground will create a
more welcoming and accessible space for
the broader community. 



Briannah Crowe – Active Health General and Pelvic Floor PhysiotherapistBriannah Crowe – Active Health General and Pelvic Floor PhysiotherapistBriannah Crowe – Active Health General and Pelvic Floor Physiotherapist   Briannah Crowe – Active Health General and Pelvic Floor Physiotherapist 
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“Healthy communities are built
when people feel connected,
supported and valued.”



REAL STORIES
REAL CHANGE

We’re creating pathways for young people to reach their goals,
from early learning through to education, training, and employment.
A strong start in life opens the door to greater opportunities for
individuals and future generations.

In Glenelg Shire, the need for targeted support is clear. Around 1 in
4 young people are developmentally vulnerable in one or more
areas when they start school, and youth disengagement remains a
challenge, with a proportion of young people not in employment,
education, or training. These early gaps can influence long-term
outcomes if not addressed.

Youth mental health and resilience remain key priorities, with many
young people experiencing stress, isolation, and limited access
to support. United Way Glenelg is working to reduce stigma,
strengthen connections, and create supportive environments
where young people can build resilience and feel a sense of
belonging.

Early childhood education and literacy are central to this work,
recognising that strong early development underpins lifelong
learning and wellbeing. At the same time, we support youth
engagement, leadership, and skill development, helping young
people build confidence, access opportunities, and actively
shape their futures.

Supporting Literacy improvement -
Bundarra Primary School
Feedback from Bundarra Primary School
highlights the strong impact of the initiative,
with children enthusiastically engaging in the
cultural activities, storytelling and craft
experiences throughout the day. 

Educators reflected positively on the
opportunity for children to connect with
people from different cultural backgrounds in a
fun and meaningful way, while volunteers
were praised for creating welcoming and
engaging experiences. 

Many children continued talking about the
activities well after returning to kindergarten,
demonstrating the lasting impression the
event had on their learning, curiosity and
understanding of diversity.

80%  

Strong Minds, Bright Starts,
Bold Futures.

YOUTH
OPPORTUNITY

Portland Secondary College -
Engaging Parents
Portland Secondary College successfully
delivered parent forums across the year,
covering a range of teenage parenting topics
led by local experts. The workshops provided
practical advice for families while
strengthening parent-school engagement. 

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library continued to create
opportunities for children and families  to build a love of reading
from an early age. During the year, 5,930 books were delivered
directly to children’s homes, helping to foster literacy, language
development and positive family reading routines. The program
also welcomed 143 new children, ensuring more local families had
access to free, age-appropriate books each month.

109 children graduated from the program during the year,
celebrating an important milestone in their early learning journey
as they prepared to transition into school. The program continues
to strengthen early childhood literacy outcomes while creating
moments of connection and excitement for children and their
families each month.



Irene Sullivan - Heywood Rural Health enjoying Magic of StorytimeIrene Sullivan - Heywood Rural Health enjoying Magic of StorytimeIrene Sullivan - Heywood Rural Health enjoying Magic of StorytimeIrene Sullivan - Heywood Rural Health enjoying Magic of Storytime
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“When generations come together,
wisdom is shared, connections are
formed and communities grow
stronger.”



REAL STORIES
REAL CHANGE

 Financial stability is a foundation for overall wellbeing, influencing
health, education, and community connection. When individuals
and families are financially secure, they are better able to access
housing, healthcare, and opportunities that support long-term
outcomes.

Across Glenelg Shire, rising living costs continue to place pressure
on households. Increases in food, fuel, and housing mean many are
making difficult choices, with food insecurity affecting up to 1 in 10
households in the region and cost-of-living pressures impacting
those on low and fixed incomes most significantly.

Housing stress is also a growing concern. Regional data indicates
that around 1 in 3 low-income households experience housing
stress, with older women, renters, and single-income households
particularly vulnerable. Safe, stable housing remains critical to
maintaining health, independence, and social connection.

Education, employment, and job readiness remain key to improving
financial outcomes. In regional Victoria, youth disengagement and
underemployment continue to impact a proportion of young
people, often linked to barriers such as transport, access to
training, and local job availability.

Strengthening pathways into education and employment is
essential to building long-term financial security and a resilient local
economy.

Essentials Covered, Safe in a Home, Ready
for Work.

FINANCIAL SECURITY
Hygeine Packs for Little FREE Pantries
Students from Bundarra Primary School’s
Student Representative Council (SRC) have
teamed up with United Way Glenelg to
assemble 200 hygiene packs, to distributed
through the shire’s Little FREE Pantries, a
grassroots initiative offering community
members access to essential items when
they need them most.

These packs are a small gesture with a big
impact, showing care, restoring dignity, and
reminding people they’re not alone.

 
 

Hygeine only  Little FREE Pantries
United Way Glenelg partnered with the
Salvation Army Portland to establish
Portland’s first Little FREE Pantry dedicated
solely to hygiene products. The pantry
provides free access to essential items
including soap, shampoo, deodorant,
toothbrushes and sanitary products,
supporting individuals and families
experiencing financial pressure or limited
access to everyday essentials. Accessible
24/7 and operating anonymouslySchool Resilience Fund established

A partnership between Beyond Bank
and United Way Glenelg, provided
direct financial support to schools
across Glenelg Shire to assist students
experiencing hardship. Schools were
able to access flexible funding to help
with essential needs such as uniforms,
school supplies, transport, camp fees
and emergency assistance, ensuring
students could continue to participate
fully in their education. The initiative
enabled schools to respond quickly
and discreetly to emerging needs,
supporting student wellbeing.



Sue Hoffman and Cameron Pryor-Hollis assist with Little FREE PantriesSue Hoffman and Cameron Pryor-Hollis assist with Little FREE PantriesSue Hoffman and Cameron Pryor-Hollis assist with Little FREE PantriesSue Hoffman and Cameron Pryor-Hollis assist with Little FREE Pantries
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“Food security is about more than meals; it is about
ensuring people can live with dignity and stability.”



REAL STORIES
REAL CHANGE

The introduction of the Community Resilience pillar also reflects the
growing need for communities to be prepared, connected and
supported during uncertain times. 

Glenelg Shire faces a range of challenges including severe weather
events, social isolation, rising living costs and environmental
pressures, all of which can significantly impact individual and
community wellbeing. 

By strengthening local networks and response capacity, United Way
Glenelg is helping to ensure communities are better equipped to
respond, recover and support one another when challenges arise.

A key focus of the pillar is building strong partnerships across
community organisations, businesses, emergency services and
local groups to improve coordination and practical support during
times of need. 

Importantly, the establishment of local emergency and resilience
funds provides the community with a trusted mechanism to
contribute directly to local recovery efforts. Donations can be
mobilised quickly and transparently, ensuring support reaches local
people, families and organisations when it is needed most. 

This approach reinforces United Way Glenelg’s commitment to local
solutions, local partnerships and keeping community support within
the Glenelg Shire region.

Your paragraph text

Bouncing back and standing together

COMMUNITY
RESILIENCE

Portland Neighbourhood House - 
Support Hub for an Aging Community
The Support Hub for an Ageing Community
continued to strengthen community
resilience by helping older residents remain
informed, connected and confident in
navigating everyday challenges. 

Funded through the United Way Glenelg
Lewis Court Fund the initiative focused on
building practical life skills, improving
access to information and reducing social
isolation for older people across the region. 



Supporting healthy ageing and social connection continued to be an
important focus throughout the year, particularly as many older
residents face increasing social isolation, housing insecurity and
vulnerability during times of hardship. 

For those living alone or in more remote areas, loneliness and
disconnection can significantly impact both mental and physical
wellbeing. 

United Way Glenelg continued to support initiatives that
strengthen social connection, encourage participation and help
older residents remain engaged within their communities.

Ageing in place and housing security also remain significant
challenges for many older adults across Glenelg Shire. Rising living
costs, limited affordable housing options and financial pressures can
make it difficult for older residents to remain safely and
independently in their homes and communities. 

Older women are particularly vulnerable to housing insecurity
and financial stress. Access to safe, stable and age-appropriate
housing is essential to maintaining independence, dignity and long-
term wellbeing as people age.

Older residents are also disproportionately impacted by
environmental and health-related events such as heatwaves, poor
air quality and severe weather. Rural isolation and higher rates of
chronic health conditions can limit the ability of some residents
to respond effectively during emergencies, highlighting the
importance of strong local support networks and accessible
community services.

Your paragraph text

REAL STORIES
REAL CHANGE

 

Staying active, connected, and
valued at any age

HEALTHY AGING

The Casterton Bowling Club has strengthened
community connection, inclusion and
sustainability through upgraded audio-
visual technology.

The new system has enhanced community
events, tournaments, meetings and social
gatherings, while also improving accessibility
for older members and people with hearing
impairments through clearer sound and
visual displays.

The technology has also supported
important community moments, including
funeral gatherings where families could share
photo tributes with loved ones.

The project has helped build volunteer
confidence and capacity, while creating new
opportunities for the club to host events and
remain a welcoming and connected
community space.

United Way Glenelg Lewis Court Fund supported Seaview House
Residential Care in Portland with  grant to install a new security
camera system, improving safety and peace of mind for residents,
staff and visitors.

The upgraded system replaced ageing equipment and now provides
clearer coverage across the facility, supporting resident wellbeing and
day-to-day operations.

The new system has created a stronger sense of security
throughout the facility, helping residents and staff feel more
supported and at ease.



Noel receives his Winter Care PackageNoel receives his Winter Care PackageNoel receives his Winter Care PackageNoel receives his Winter Care Package
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“How we care for older
people reflects the
strength and
compassion of our
community.”
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“Not every contribution is financial.
Every shared post, conversation,
volunteer hour, donated item and
act of kindness helps strengthen 
our community.”
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Opinion We haveauditedthefinancial report of United Way Glenelg Victoria Inc (the association), which 
comprisesthestatement of financial position as at 31 December 2025, the statement of income and 
expenditurefortheyear then ended, the statement of changes in equity, the statement of cash flows 
and notestothefinancial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies, and the 
certificationbymembers of the committee on the annual statements giving a true and fair view of the 
financialpositionandperformance of the association. 
In ouropinion,theaccompanying financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the financial
positionoftheassociation as at 31 December 2025 and its financial performance for the year then
endedinaccordancewith the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the financial statements and
the requirementsofthe Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 (ACNC Act). 
 
Basis for Opinion
We conductedouraudit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under
those standardsarefurther described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial
Report sectionofourreport. We are independent of the association in accordance with the ethical
requirementsoftheAccounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110: Code of
Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of the financial report in
Australia. Wehavealso fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code. 

We believe thattheaudit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our opinion.

Basis of Accounting and Restriction on DistributionWithout modifying our opinion, we draw attention to Note1 to the financial report, which describes the 
basis of accounting. The financial report has been prepared for the association for the purpose of 
fulfilling the members’ financial reporting responsibilitiesunder the ACNC Act. As a result, the 
financial report may not be suitable for another purpose.
 
Responsibilities of the Committee for the Financial Report The committee is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in 
accordance with the financial reporting requirements of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission Act 2012 (ACNC Act) and for such internal control as the committee determines is 
necessary to enable the preparation and fair presentation of a financial report that is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
In preparing the financial report, the committee is responsible for assessing the association’s ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using 
the going concern basis of accounting unless the committee either intends to liquidate the association
or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so. 

 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF

UNITED WAY GLENELG VICTORIA INC 
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